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Guide by Clinton Brown 

 

Saving your Inventor DWG as a new 

AutoCAD drawing from AutoCAD 2010/11 

This guide will show you how to save a copy of a DWG generated in Inventor 

(shown in AutoCAD as a layout) into AutoCAD as an AutoCAD drawing. Once 

the drawing is converted, you will break the associative link between the 

Inventor drawing and the 3D inventor model  

AutoCAD users, AutoCAD mechanical Users, Inventor Users 

 

Please note before using this guide. Firstly, Inventor DWG’s are easily opened in AutoCAD and these drawings can 

be dimensioned and redlined in AutoCAD, the DWG file can then be opened in Inventor and the changes can be 

reviewed. From Inventor, there is an option to save a file as an AutoCAD DWG, this is a preferable method to the 

one described in this guide, as Inventor is converting the file, and it is setting the scale to be 1:1. 

 

The first step is that you need an Inventor drawing in the DWG format; 

 

 

Fire up AutoCAD and open the Inventor DWG file 



 

 

 

 

Save the layout data as a drawing. Click on the ‘A’ (top left) then click on Save as and then Save Layout as a 

drawing. Save the file to the desired location and name the file as required. This has created a copy DWG, but the 

new file you have just created has no associativity to the original Inventor 3D model. 

 

 

Click Open 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Your drawing is now broken into Blocks, that you can copy and paste into site plans etc.  Note that the Inventor 

Layers have been maintained, and that these can be manipulated as usual in AutoCAD. 

 

Be aware that you are more than likely going to have to re-scale this drawing, as it will have come through scaled 

to your original paper size. 

 

 


