¢~ White Paper

Reference: Associating a Manufacturer’s Footprint — September 2016

Guide by Miles Nicholson

Page 1 of 2

Associating a Manufacturer’s Footprint

AutoCAD Electrical 2017

AutoCAD Electrical has a parts catalogue of approximately 800,000 parts (including the Cadline Localiser). Some
schematic components may not carry manufacturer/catalogue information or have a part number assigned that is
not listed in the footprint lookup file. In such a case, AutoCAD Electrical cannot determine which footprint block to
use and will automatically prompt the user to either change catalogue assignment, select or create a footprint, or
create a lookup entry on the fly.
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When creating a panel assembly, an example of this is when using the command Insert from Schematic List (Panel
ribbon > Insert Component Footprints).

This will show a list of items defined in the schematic.

Schematic Components (active project) X
Select Schematic componerts to insett on Panel

X Tag Instalation Location ~ Manufacturer Catslog Assembly  Description 1.2.3

- GNDI M, cp

- Mc.cp

] Me.cP

- uc, cp

- Me. cP TELEMECANIQUE, ATV312HUA..

- oal Mc.cp TELEMECANIQUE. GV2ME20  MAINS PROTECTION

- e uc, cp TELEMECANIQUE, LCD0S106F7  START CONTACTOR

- s M. cP TELEMECANIQUE. XB4EA31 START

- H M, cp TELEMECANIQUE, XB4BV33 POWER ON

-ow Mc.cp ANIXTER, 2412045

-8 M. cP AB, B00EM-LM4, BOOE2ACR-IN.. EMERGENCY STOP

- POt M, cp AB, 1746182 RACK 1 SLOT 124VDC 2PT SINKING INPUT
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Adtomatic footpint lookup
Extemal Program Marual Inset | | Use Footprint tables | Convert Bdsting
Close Fickc Fle

When placing each component, AutoCAD Electrical will find the correct footprint details from the footprint lookup
file.
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If it is unable to locate the correct footprint, the following dialogue will be shown:

Footprint X
Choice A Choice B
Make catalog assignment Manual footprirt selection or creation

For automatic footprint selection

Manufacturer ITELEMECANIQUE| Use generic marker only (wd_ptag.dwag)

Catalog IGVZME20
Draw shapes
e —

Catalog lookup [ [=| Pick "just lie" footprint
Footprint file dialog selection
Catalog Check Select non-AutoCAD Blectrical block

Choice C

Add a new ertry to the manufacturerspeciic table

{table name: TELEMECANIGUE)
[ AddEntyto Manzcrer | SRETE0E existing footprint block
or drawing file

Add a new entry to miscellaneous table
2 Add Ertry to Miscellaneous and match it with an existing footprint block
o drawing file

[k ] | Canced | | Hep |

Choice A allows the user to redefine the manufacturer’s part and to check that the part exists in the parts
database.

Choice B allows the manual and one time only selection of either:
a) The dimensions of the component
b) The footprint file and directory location
c) Selecting an existing “dumb” AutoCAD block (useful when converting legacy AutoCAD drawings to be
intelligent)

Choice C allows the user to add an entry to the footprint lookup file so that AutoCAD Electrical remembers either

a) The dimensions of the component
b) The footprint file and directory location

Once a part is associated whether a one-off or permanent selection, a footprint can be placed.

Tip: If you do not want to draw complex footprints or a footprint is not available from the manufacturer, then
select Geometry. Height and Width sizing information can then be simply entered as text values.
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