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Guide by Pat Gillis Expertise Teamworl

Using NBS Specification

Autodesk Revit Users

“Does Revit work with NBS?”. You'll see further down this white paper that NBS are working very hard to ensure
that their products are “Revit-Ready”.

In fact Revit works very well out of the box with Keynoting using NBS specification/listings. These emanate from a
simple txt file that is included with Revit:

L Type o keyword or phrase EB Q g 'E:Z nin ¥ @ b4

- 1@ Tag by Category 1—% & Symbol
B £& Multi-Category ~1~ Span Direction
d/ Tag Keynote
lace | All {3 Material Tag = - 1 Beam
3y Symbol
(3 Loaded Tags
|6L7ﬂ Keynoting 5et‘tings|
- Keynoting Settings b &

Specifies the location of the keynote table and the numbering
method for keynotes,

Keynotes are defined in a tab-delimited text file (the keynote
table). To see changes made to the keynote table, close and
open the Revit project.
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The Keynote settings dialogue set the path of a text file - part of which is shown below:

wlesk Reit Architecture 2012 - Not For Resale Version = Propect? - Floos Plan: Level O

File Edit Format View Hep

Jic pemolition/alreration/Renovacion
_|icdn Cleaning Masonry/ Concrete C
il €41 HeEa1rin fﬂ&navat1ngfcnnserv1ng Masonary c
o €41/692 Make good holes with plastics plugs €41
c45 pamp Proof Course Renewal,/ Insertiaon C

4Ic45/150 remove external render C45

C45/165 Repair /repoint C45

C45/210 chemical dpc 45

C45,/220 Chemical dﬁ; 45
les

C45/250 make good with mortar c45

52 Fungus,/Beetle Eradication =

C52/210 Dry rot eradication €52

C52/220 wet rot eradication €52

C52/230 Insect eradication c52

€52/310 Inject masonry to protect timber £52
C52/318 apply preservative paste on timber c52
C52/323 Inject timber with preservarive €52

D Groundwork

D20 Excavating and Filling D

020,/280 Trench F{?1 Foundations D20

D20/410 Topsoil spoil heap D20

020/617 Hardcore o0

D20,/618 Hardcore D20

D20/625 Ccompacted subsoil filling D20

D20/626 General filling D20

D20,/710 Hardcore backfill D20

020,/7320 B8lindin D20

D30 Piling ?sub—sectfan titles) D

Using the Keynote tool is easy, and allows a choice of Element/Material/User keynotes:

Architectune 2012 - Not For flesale Version - Project3 - Floor Plan: Level 0 B Tiroe a beyword or phoase At L8 5% O Signin s

/q_) — HL] l:ﬁ ; S':'.] [q] @ A .t:’-:: :‘:&"é l[ﬂj:] £ Tag by Category [ l-% | & symbat
e 3 Multi-C ; : I :
Spot Spot | Detail Rtg-r,m Component Revision Detadl % Insulation | Test Spellmg Fand/ T.!q n_e" ilh- Category anm 1 Span Minec
Coardinate Sepe | Line i g Cloud  Group Replace | Al lla. tlatenal Tag L‘E Room Tag = 1, Beam
Detail Tead u Tag = 1 l_f“, B i ]
- .C, ement keynote —
ﬂ L | L

| I-I% Mtenasl Keynete

l"—:&_ User Keynote

20 Doors/Shutters/Hatches
L10 Windows/Rooflights/ScreensiLouvreas

10 Windows/Rooflights/Screens/Louvres
P11 FoamedFibre/Gead Cavity Wall Insulation

Fi0 BrickBlock Walling
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In Revit, each element or material can be assigned a Keynote, as a Property, here a wall is selected - you'll see a
Keynote value of F10:

- = DR
o8 P 20, o 0L * 0

:.Tm Properties

/
%

tters/Hatches
—L10 Windo

Family: | System Famiy: Basic Wal

Type: [cav - 102 75 100 p -Lwt

Type Parameters

Parameter |
Structure i
E Wrapping at Inserts | Both

Wrapping at Ends None

Width 2900

Function Exterior

Coarse Scale Fill Pattern Sol@dfill i o

Coarse Scale Fill Color _ RGB 192A492-192 |

Identity Data / 3
|F10

ke}note

Model
Manufacturer
Type Comments
URL

Description

Aszembly Description
Assembly Code
Type Mark -

<<preview | [ ok ][ cancal Apply

This can be changed as required by clicking into the dialogue and selecting an alternative clause/specification
from the Keynote file associated with that project.
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= T r— - — — == = -+
Famly: |SystemFamiy: Basic Wal Keynotes - [C:\ProgramData\Autodesk\RAC 2017\ Libraries\UK\RevitKeynotes_GER.ba]
Type: [cav - 102 75 100 p -Lwt Koy Voo ra—— -
®-E In S#u Concrete/Lage Precast Concrete 3
&-F Masonry
Type Parameters = F10 Brick /Block Waling
F10/110 Clay facing brickwork
_ i _ . FI0/170 Calcium scate facing brickwork
Construction F10/210 Concrete facing brickwork £
Structure | F10/230 Second hand facing brickwork
! Wrapping at Inserts Both F10/250 Facing blockwork
Wrapping at Ends Nore F10/250 Reconstructed stonework
Widith 5307 F10/310 Clay common brickwark .
s riind F10/330 Caleium sicate commen brickwork C
.F_u__'?dr_:_n pa— Elt__er_'or F10/340 Concrete common brickwork
Graphics F10/350 Common blockwark
Coarse Scale Fill Pattern Solid fill F10/380 Engineering brickwork
Coarse Scale Fill Color RGE i:gﬁ% ﬁmﬂmd proof course brickwork
Tientity Dxta - F10/810 Brick sips
Lot F10 F10/850 Replace cracked bricks
Model F10/870 Repair cracked joints
M;nufac@‘ur_ef ] F10/880 Repainting
Type Comments & F11 Glass Block Waling
URL - F70 Matiral Stana Fishhis Walinn >
Description Keynote Text:
Assembly [:E:-(II!:IICI'I Brick/Block Waling B

. PR

Materials are given initial Keynote/NBS values ...and can have manufacturer/model identifiers too

Materials - Masonry - Brick Soldier Course, Buff

Materials | ¢
Enter Sasrch Words \.':k

Material Class: | <Al =

Wﬁrm:ﬁpmxm Smxh.n: .

Masonry - Brick - Honzontsl Pattern -
Masonry - Brick Engneering
Masonry - Brick Engniserng Soider Course
Masonry - Brick Engineering, Grey
Masonry - Brick Soldier Course
Masonry - Concete Blodk
Masonry - Concrete Floor Blodk
Masonry - Glass Blodk
Masonry - Stone
Masonry - Tia
! Metal - Aluminm
Metal - Chrome
Metal - Copper =
Metal - Decking
Matal - Firring
Metal - Lead
Matal - Pant Fnich - Dark Gray, Matte
Metal - Paint Finish - [vory, Matte
Matal - Paral
Metal - Sheet | Flashing
Metal - Sheeting Rals Anngtation Information
Metal - Steel ;
Metal - Steel - 345 MPy Feymote: . | FH) o]
Matal < Shud Layer thark:
Metal - Trim

et il Dl
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NBS have a huge push going on in terms of working with BIM now and increasingly in the future they have a large
amount of info on their web site. I've put a few links in so you can access them directly. The most relevant is in
the form of a video that shows how (on a project by project basis) a bespoke specification with clauses/sub-
clauses etc can be produced by an NBS product, and then exported to create an exact/bespoke Keynote file for
use in Revit...the video shows the process of creating the spec, exporting it as a Revit Keynote, and then
identifying and using it on elements and materials in Revit and then creating a window schedule that includes the
NBS data as well as window height/width etc...

See link below...

http://www.thenbs.com/support/softwareSupport/softwareTutorials/NBS-Building-and-Autodesk-Revit/NBS-
Building-and-Autodesk-Revit.htm

Additional NBS links are given below in case you wanted to research their products further:

Initial NBS BIM page:

http://www.thenbs.com/topics/BIM/index.asp

NBS Create Application for web-based content:

http://www.thenbs.com/products/nbsCreate/index.asp

PDF file on Create tool:

http://www.thenbs.com/products/nbsCreate/index.asp

List of Create Roadshows:

http://www.thenbs.com/products/nbsCreate/index.asp
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