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Inventor Styles and Standards 
 

Situation 1:  

You want to alter a drawings dimension appearance (Local Styles and Standards) 

 

You have a drawing already created and you want to alter the drawing styles and standards. 

In the drawing pick the annotation item you want to alter. 

 

Right click and pick  

 

New “Dimension” Style – if you want this dimension to be unique in comparison to the existing 

style. This will just alter the item you had selected. Other items can then have this style applied to 

them afterwards. 

Edit “Dimension” Style – if you want to change the current style. This will change all items that 

currently have the same style applied. 

Recommendation: Only really use Edit Dimension Style if you are wanting to change the 

defaults/templates, otherwise pulling through global library changes later will overwrite these local 

alterations. 

Note “Dimension” could be any other annotation item, such as Parts List, Balloon etc…. 

Or head to the Manage Tab > Styles and Standards Editor. 
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Once you have picked one of the above options you are presented with the Styles and Standards 

Editor. 

 

1. The library state (Read Only or Read/Write) is only important if you are wanting to save the 

style changes back to the main library and templates. 

Note: For minor changes to a single case by case drawing this state doesn’t matter. 

2. Filter for what styles are displayed. Local styles/Active Standard/All Styles. 

3. The current style selected for change 

4. The style options available for the selected style. In this area make the changes to the style 

so that it appears correctly. 

Take careful note of the styles you are changing as there could be a knock on effect.  A common one 

is wanting to change the text on a dimension. 

 

The primary text style chosen above can be edited by clicking the pencil, but this Note Text style 

could be being used in many other locations, such as your title block, normal notes placed on the 

drawing, in your parts lists etc. So be careful and do not just plough straight in and edit things 

without knowing the consequences. 

On making the changes and leaving this dialog you will be prompted to save. This is only effecting 

the local file at this point.  
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If you have done the “New Dimension Style” and you want to apply it to other dimensions. Pick all 

the dimensions you want to change and then on the Annotate Tab on the far right you can change 

the format to your new style. 
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Situation 2:  

You want to alter a drawings dimension appearance and save the changes to the 

library and to your templates so that all drawings can use them. 

 

Follow the above steps to create or modify your local styles. 

 

Once the local styles have been changed these changes to be saved to the Library. Someone with 

sufficient privileges is required to do this as the network location has security on it. 

 

Open the altered drawing. From Situation 1 make sure that you have read/write access to the Styles 

Library. This can be set in Inventor’s Project File. File > Manage > Projects (note if you need to alter 

this, all files need to be closed and the ipj file needs to be checked out of the Vault) 

 

 
 

 

If all of the above is true then we can progress with saving the changes to the library. 

 

You can do this in 2 ways. On an individual basis from the Style Library Editor. 
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Go to the Styles Editor, find the style which has been modified and then right click and Save to the 

Library. 

 

This is useful if something like the “Parts List” has a few column changes, or a dimension arrow head 

has been tweaked. 

 

If there are a number of changes that need to be made or they are more complex (ie linked styles or 

standards and defaults changed), or you are not sure what has been modified then you want to do a 

mass save. 
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You will then be prompted which styles you want to save to the library. 

 

 
 

You need to click the Save to Library line item for each item you want to save to the library. 

 

Or pick the “Yes to All” option to save all the changes. 

 

Once this has been saved to the library any old files (including your templates) that you want the 

new styles in need to be opened and have their styles updated. 
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If you do not update the styles in your template then you will get a warning when you create a new 

file. 

 

 
 

This is just informing you that the styles in the library and in your template do not match. 

 

It will use the styles in the style library anyway but to avoid getting this message every time, open 

the template, use the update styles command and then save. 

 

One thing to be aware of when creating new styles, if you add lots of new styles to your library you 

may also want to update the Standard itself so that the users have these available to them. 

 

 
 

For each style type you can define which styles are available. 

 

And also which is the default. 

 

 
 

If you do change these then you need to Save the changes to the library and update your templates. 


