¢~ White Paper

Reference: June 2015
Guide by Graham Riddleston

Page 1 of 5

Navisworks 2016 — Difference between Append
and Merge commands

Introduction

When opening files in Navisworks there is often confusion as to when the Append or Merge command should be
used. This White Paper will explain the different uses.

Open

The AutoCAD Open and Recent Documents list is available in Navisworks just as in any other AutoCAD application:

(53 Recent Documents
) .
By Ordered List +
Q Open 4 m Road and Building Design Review =
Comments.nwf
E Save m Corridor Solids Timeline.nwd =
m Gatehouse_Design_Review.nwf =
= Save As
g m gatehouse.nwd =
\ :"‘, Export 3
Append

An alternative way to open the first drawing in Navisworks is to select the Append command from the Project menu.
This will display an Open dialogue where the desired file can be selected:

All...
Project =
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The selected file will be displayed in the Navisworks drawing area and the file name is displayed in the Selection
Tree:

Project = |

=)
Corridor Solids Timeline.nwd

X:-44145850 m Y: 333301.359 m Z: 211402.255 m

Further design files can be added to a Navisworks session by using the Append button again. In the case below
another civil drawing for pipe design has appended along with a building design file from revit.

‘Standard -

Corridor Solids Timeline.nwd

Pipe Networks.dwg
Staines 8 coordinates site.rvt

Merge

The Merge command is used when a different version of a particular design file needs to be viewed in Navisworks
but instead of loading two slightly different versions of the same file the Merge command will just add any
differences from the original file. To explain this further consider this following scenario:

The Navisworks session shown below has a single .nwd already loaded. Notice the Saved Viewpoints on the left side
of the panel.
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Autodesk Navisworks Manage 2015 (NOT FOR RESALE)  Untitled Type a keyword or phrase a8 S

Animation  View ut  Render Vauk BIM 360 o -

@ Find Items @\; f C"@; r‘® % @ E %] Appearance Profiler

Quick Find ¢! B2 Batch Utility

Append Refresh Reset  File Select , Unhide | Links roperties | Clash  Timeliner Quantification Autodesk Animator Scripter DataTools|
= All.. " Options |__~ AT Tree |[@sets ~ & AT Detective Rendering
Project v | Select & Search ~

¢ : & isplay Coinet

Visibility Display | Tools

= ) Building
@[8) Corridor Solids Timeline.nwd €D Plan View
3D View
9 Plan Closer
) Pipes
9 Corr End View
9 Pipe Clash Comments
) Building Pad
7 Hole View
@ Animation

This Navisworks file is then saved sent to another team member for design review.
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The design reviewer has opened the original file, made some comments, added some redlining then saved the file as

‘Road and Building Design Review Comments.nwf’
NI RGN L3 Autodesk Navisworks Manage 2015 (NOT FOR RESALE) ' Road and Building Design Review Comments.nwf TN (7]

Home Viewpoint [RSYEUM Animaton View Output Render Vauk  BIM 360 o -

=X A E:b rzg(olur H - QB oy l:—‘ [ Find Comments

Clear | Text Draw FErase S Thickness:[3 =/ Add | qp | q | g || View I3
M Tag Comments

]

Measure

Measure v Redline Tags + Comments v

Saved Viewpoints @ x

& Display Cabinet
7 Building

€9 Plan View

) 30 view

£ Plan Closer

P Pipes

{7 corr End View
{7 Pipe Clash Comments
{7 Building Pad

4 Animation

) [

Comment Date Author Comment ID Status
(3 Check Height, seems to high? 05/06/2...  graham.riddleston 3 Newr
Check Height, seems to high? -

"R X Autodesk Navisworks Manage 2015 (NOT FOR RESALE) Road and Building Design Review Comments.nwf GECS

Home  Viewpoint Animation v Output Render Vauk BIM 360 o -

= F A C\S :/: @coor W~ Q 4 D m [ Find Comments
Measure Clear | Text Draw Erase EThnckness: 3 $(Add a0 4 > 0> View
" N M Tag

i [Comments|
|

Measure ~ Redline | Tags v Comments ~

[standara ) Display Cabinet
@8] Corridor Solids Tmeline.nwd ) g :I‘:":""I‘Igew
&) 30 View
(3 Plan Closer
& Pipes
3 Corr End View
) Pipe Clash Comments
@) Building Pad
() Hole View

X: -47700.224 m Y: 522802.359 m Z: 89118.366 m

Comment Date Author CommentTD  Status
(7 Buildign Pad is too hight 05/06/2...  graham.riddleston 4 New

8uildign Pad is too high!
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The first designer can now open his original file and Merge the ‘Road and Building Design Review Comments.nwf’
file. This will avoid loading the bulk of the design information twice.

Important

Because the Selection Tree doesn’t appear to have changed some users jump to the conclusion that the Merge
command hasn’t worked. However, if you look at the Saved Viewpoints panel you will see the new viewpoints and
associated redlines and comments have indeed been appended to the original Navisworks drawing.

& | L= Y B 5B & D Appearonce Prfir
L1 2
— Lt EE = E='" 22 Batch Utili 3
Links | Quick |Properties | Clash  Timeliner Quantification Autodesk Animator Scripter L DataTools
Properties|

Manage 2015 (NOT FOR RESALE)  Untitled

Animation  View  Output  Render

&

@ Find Ttems

R Quick Find o4
Append Refresh Reset_ File SelenV Select Hide Unhide‘
- All. Options 0 All Same Tree [‘?J]Se‘s e % nselected All
Project Select & Search Display Tools

Detective Rendering Compare

Saved Viewpoints @ x

\ {7 pisplay Cabinet
*** ) Building
\ . (3 Plan view
£7) 30 View
{7 Plan Closer
) Pipes
{9 corr End View
() Pipe Clash Comments
(7 building Fad
Hole View
y Animation
& T
View
1) Building Height

Standard
Corridor Solids Timeline.nwd

Date Author

05/06/2...

CommentD  Status

Comment
(7 Check Height, seems to high?

graham.riddleston 3 New

Check Height, seems to high?
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