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AutoCAD - Linking the Scale of a Viewport to
text in Paper Space

A common question that crops up in many AutoCAD essentials courses during the section on Model Space and Paper
Space.

Can the scale of the viewport be linked to textual data in Paper Space?
This function can be applied to most recent versions of AutoCAD and is quite easy to accomplish.
Simply create the viewport in paper space.

While in paper space add some text using the “Mtext” command, such as the word “SCALE=", ideally below the
viewport.
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With the text window still open either select the command “Field” from the “Text Editor” tab.
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Or right mouse click and from the menu select “Insert field”.

Faste Special 12
+ Insert Field.) Curl+F
Symbaol 3
Import Text...
Paragraph Alignment 2
Paragraph...
Bullets and Lists r
Columns 3
Find and Replace... Ctrl+R
Change Case 2
All CAPS
v Autocorrect cAPS Lock
Character Set r
Combine Paragraphs
Remove Formatting 2
Background Mask...
Editor Settings L =
Help F1
I — |
Ao Joren e Cancel -
ALE =

2l |

Or Press “Crtl+F”.

The “Field” dialogue box is now displayed.
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| i Field
Field category: Author:
fu g -
| Field names: Format:
| N .| (O
L BlockPlaceholder Uppercase
Comments Lowercase
CreateDate First capital
CurrentSheetCategory Title case

CurrentSheetCustom
CurrentSheetDescription
CurrentSheetIssuePurpose

™ CurrentSheethumber
CurrentSheetMumber AndTitle
CurrentsSheetRevisionDate
CurrentSheetRevisionNumber
CurrentSheetSet
CurrentSheetSetCustom
CurrentSheetSetDescription
CurrentSheetSetProjectMilestone
™ CurrentSheetSetProjectiame
CurrentSheetSetProjectMumber
CurrentSheetSetProjectPhase
CurrentsheetsubSet
CurrentSheetTitle

Date -

m

Field expression:

%< \AcVar Author =%

ok | [ cancel

By default all the “Field names” are displayed, to reduce this list change the “Field Category” from “All” to “Objects”
this will greatly reduce the “Field List”.

From this list of four items select “Object”, the viewport can now be selected using the “Selection” button with in the
dialogue box.
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1| Field categary: Object type:
|| |objects -

1| Field names: Property:

_— BlockPlaceholder
Formula

NamedDbi'ect

Once selected the “Field” dialogue will again be displayed, but this time showing all “Properties” of the selected
object, in this case the “Viewport”.

Select “Standard Scale” from the list.

The word “Custom” may be displayed next to the text, this is because the view port scale has not been set.
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Only the “Standard Scales” in the “Viewport” scale list will be displayed.

Change to “Viewport” model space and set the scale from the fly out menu on the status line.

1:30/3.33%
140/ 2.5%
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Custom...
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Again notice the word custom does not update, so either “Save” the file “Crt/+S”or regen the drawing by typing “RE”
the field will now update.

Using this method only “Standard Scales” are displayed.

However additional drawing scales may be created and added to the list, these will then become “Standard Scales”.
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