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Assigning I/O Information within elecworks™ 

 

In this month’s Tips and Tricks we are going to look at how information can be taken from a manufacturers 

PLC program and reused within elecworks™. 

 

With elecworks™ 2011, you can enter the I/O description label text in two methods. 

 

1. Manually double click on each Description (English) cell to enter the values. 
 

N.B. With this method you cannot guarantee the descriptions defined in elecworks™ match the 

descriptions defined in the PLC program. 

 

2. Assign multiple inputs and outputs at the same time by importing data from the PLC programme or 
PLC XLS I/O estimate. 

 

In this example we will look at method 2.  

 

Highlight all of the digital inputs that you have added to the current elecworks™ project as shown. 
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Select  Data Grid 

 

Open the excel data spreadsheet from the manufacture of the PLC program or a CSV, ASCII, XLS file. Use 

Excel to open the CSV, ASCII file rather than Wordpad or Notepad. 

 

Highlight the inputs from the PLC program and right-click and Copy (example shown below) 
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Highlight the Descriptions (English) in elecworks™ using Shift and Ctrl and right-click and Paste 
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Select   

 

 

In the Data Grid, the user is able to assign a different circuit macro to each individual I/O point. Alternatively 

you can leave as default and swap out symbols at a later stage once drawn. 

The process for assigning all of the digital inputs and outputs can be saved as a circuit macro 

 

 

If you wish to save the I/O information for use on other projects you have the ability to Save into Macros 

 

Highlight the function as shown from the Inputs / Outputs 

 

 

 

 

Select  Save into macros 
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Select  Insert in a new function 

 

 

 

Define the following 

 

Description (English) PLC Program Data 

 

Select  

 

The new function will appear in the Inputs/Outputs macros list 

 

 

 

Select  

 

The new project function contains all of the I/O Descriptions and are now available for use within 

elecworks™ whether you draw your circuits automatically or manually. 
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